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Jabulani Sibanda at it again 

 

ZANU PF self proclaimed war  veterans’ leader Jabulani Sibanda has threatened to 
unleash a reign of terror across Zimbabwe as he ups his violent campaign to bol-

ster Zanu PF’s image ahead of elections. 
 

Sibanda had been based in Masvingo for a long time but moved his base to Hu-
rungwe, Mashonaland West province where he is using intimidation tactics to 

force villagers to rally behind Zanu PF. Villagers are reportedly being forced to at-
tend his meetings through the use of partisan  traditional leaders and war veter-

ans. This is against the right to freedom of association and assembly and the po-
lice must safeguard the rights of citizens. 

 
Controversial Sibanda allegedly warned Hurungwe villagers that the former libera-

tion war fighters would deal with sell-outs who want to reverse the gains of the 
country’s independence in the next election. 

 

For over a year notorious war veteran leader Jabulani Sibanda has been camped 
in the Masvingo province, rounding up and terrorizing civil servants, traditional 

leaders and villagers. His endless rallies and meetings disguised as history les-
sons, had one clear message, vote for ZANU PF or face violent retribution. Mean-

time Sibanda has instructed chiefs in the province to compile a list of all MDC-T 
supporters in Masvingo. He has issued threats that ZANU PF will deal with them at 

the appropriate time. Sibanda grew unpopular when he launched a campaign 
called “Operation Kubudirana Pachena” alleging there was a lot of rot in the ZANU

-PF party. He said the top brass in the Masvingo province, including politburo 
members, were lying to people and his operation to expose the truth about the 

effects of the party’s wayward actions. Following this, Sibanda was ordered to 
leave the province by the end of June 2011. Instead of vacating as ordered, 

Sibanda's group threatened violence against the local party leadership.  
 

His continued intimidation and failure by the police to stop him from terrorising 

villagers is a cause for concern. This is political harassment ahead of speculations 
of elections and police should of exercise their constitutional duty by arresting 

Sibanda and stopping this madness.  
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Crisis Coalition Convenes Community Theatre Forum in 

Zengeza 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition convened a community theatre forum in Zengeza 2 

Chitungwiza at Mubaiwa Hotel on Saturday 07 July 2012. The forum attended by 

136 people (84 Males and 52 Females) showcased two performances, White 

Guests by Awake Zimbabwe Trust and Do Something by Savanna Trust. The thea-

tre performances were specifically staged to highlight the interdependences be-

tween socio-economic rights and civil and political rights. They also aimed to high-

light how the day to day life experiences are affected by politics, as well as to 

stimulate debate on contentious issues among participants so as to assist the 

community to proffer local solutions to local challenges.  

The contentious issues covered by the two theatre productions include non re-

sponsive politicians, the constitution making process, elections, voter registration, 

corruption, indigenization, economic hardships and unemployment. 

Post performance discussions showed that the majority of the citizens are disap-

pointed with their leadership but are clueless as to how to make the leadership 

accountable to the voter. A participant at the meeting who requested anonymity 

said it has become clear that politicians only pretend to care about the people 

during election time where they announce their grand plans and then after elec-

tions appear to be busy every other time and eventually become inaccessible to 

the electorate. As part of his contribution, the participant said the community 

should elect into office people they can hold accountable and those who have ade-

quate financial resources so as to minimize abuse of power, corruption and bla-

tant looting of resources as was the case with the Chitungwiza Council whose offi-

cials are corruptly allocating themselves stands. 

Residents of Zengeza, especially the young people highlighted that they are aware 

that the youth empowerment program is a mere propaganda tool being used by 

ZANU PF to lure votes. They also noted that youth groups such as the Zimbabwe 

Empowerment Youth Association (ZEYA) have visited Chitungwiza asking youths 

to pay a registration fee of $5 for free allocation of stands. It is alleged that ZEYA 

was never seen in the area again after making promises of stands and capital to 

start businesses. A participant at the meeting advised that youths should guard 

against joining such youth groups as they may be used for political violence pur-

poses when it is payback time for the gifts of patronage.  

Another issue that emerged was that residents are unhappy with the municipal 
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police conduct of unlawfully raiding of poor vendors trying to earn a decent living 

at Chikwanha Shopping Centre. Participants raised concerns that inaction in the 

face of injustice is due to lack of collective actions by the citizenry in rejecting 

what is unjust and demanding justice. Participants at the forum agreed that by 

participating in political processes which include voting, citizens can improve ser-

vice delivery.   
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ZWLA :WHAT WOMEN WANT IN A NEW CONSTITUTION 

A reminder- lest we forget 

As the drafting of the new constitution reaches a conclusion and we gear up for 

the referendum, Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association encourages you to sup-

port women’s demands in the new constitution. 

 

These demands are as follows: 

 

1. Equality and Non Discrimination 

Women want all forms of discrimination against them to be eliminated.  Some of 

the grounds for non discrimination include but are not limited to sex, gender, 

marital status, pregnancy, HIV and AIDS, disability and age and colour. 

 

Customary laws should not go against the Bill of rights  

Customary laws should not be used to discriminate against women.  Customary 

laws should conform to the Bill of rights. 

 

Protection of Socio – Economic Rights 

 Women want the constitution to provide socio – economic rights which are en-

forceable  (justiciable).  These rights should include but not limited to 

The right to education including adult education. 

 The right to healthcare, food water and social security. 

The right to housing 

The right to a healthy environment  

The right to employment and fair labour standards. 

 

Recognition of Children’s Rights 

  Women want the Constitution to make specific reference to children and provide 

for their  rights.  The range of rights that children should have include include:- 
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 Right to nutrition, food, shelter and health. 

 Right to parental / family care 

 The right to an identity 

 The right to be protected from abuse, maltreatment and neglect. 

  A child should be any person below the age of 18 years. 

 

50/50 Representation 

 Women want to be equally represented in all decision making bodies in line with the 

SADC Protocol on Gender and Development.  Women want a 50% representation in 

all  decision making bodies and commissions. 

 

6  Proportional Representation 

Women want an electoral system that enables their participation that is proportional 

representation or a mixture of this with the First Past the Post System. 

 

7. Right to security of the person and protection from gender based violence 

Women want to be protected from all forms of gender based violence in both the 

public and private sector that is at home, work, community, etc. 

      Women want the right to physical and psychological integrity to be protected. 

 

8. Gender commission 

Women want a specific Gender Commission, whose function will be to promote gen-

der equality.  It will have the power to educate, research, monitor, lobby and advise 

on gender equality. 

   

9. Citizenship 

Women want to be recognized as full citizens who have equal rights with men in a 

new Constitution. Women want the right equal citizenship to be able to pass citizen-

ship to their children and spouses. 

 

10. Domestication of International Human Rights Instruments 
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International human rights instruments must automatically be applicable as law in 

Zimbabwe upon ratification. 

 

11. Access to resources 

The Constitution should provide for gender budgeting and gender sensitive public fi-

nancing. 

Women want equal access to land and other resources and title should be available 

to all land tenure systems irrespective of marital status 

 

12. Recognition of the role of women in The Preamble and founding principles 

The Preamble of the Constitution needs to underscore the role played by women in 

Zimbabwean society especially during the liberation struggle and in the fight for de-

mocracy. 

 

13. Affirmative Action 

The constitution must provide for affirmative action to address past imbalances on 

gender inequalities. 

 

14. Promotion of Democracy and good governance 

Women realize that their rights can only be enjoyed within the context of a constitu-

tion that promotes democracy and good governance.  Women want a Constitution 

that upholds the following principles: 

Constitutional Supremacy  

Separation of powers 

The Rule of Law 

Independence of the Judiciary 

 

Women of Zimbabwe Unite and Protect your rights. Make your voice be 

heard.  
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